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Factions, Campaign Finance and Democracy
Factions involve various interest groups as well as political parties, and when met with favorable campaign finance rules such as unlimited spending with little transparency, ultimately become a force to reckon with and hence have a massive impact on democratic values and the electoral process. To begin with unlimited spending by corporations places disproportionate power on factions to influence who runs for office, how debates are framed as well as what issues get to hit the public agenda (Gaughan, 2016). Moreover, in a representative democracy, campaign finance rules have the ability to amplify the voices of a few individuals hence making the elected individuals beholden to the narrow interests of just a few people while at the same time allowing these people to determine electoral processes and democratic values that promote their agenda.
	The power that factions have over democracy has been on the increase, and this is due to lack of information integrity in recent times, lack of funding transparency, and unbiased analysis of policy impacts. All these help interest groups and political parties to push forward agendas that only serve the interest of a few individuals. The framing of issues and solutions by fractions and interest parties can be mitigated by establishing campaign finance reforms that push for funding transparency and determination of media attention. Interest groups and political parties help candidates to navigate the electoral process, and when they finally win an election, they are expected to prioritize the interests of those who helped them get into office hence limit deliberate decision making in a representative democracy.
	Campaign finance issues have an essential impact on the quality of elections, whether it will be a free and fair election. It is because when candidates and parties are well-financed, they find it easy and convenient to convey their messages to citizens and voters, and this ultimately ensures free and fair elections because voters can choose a candidate for office based on their potential productivity (Flavin, 2015). Also, the different actors in the elections process require regulations that bring balance between the need to respect the freedom of expression and the need to ensure a free and fair election because corruption is detrimental to both informed decision of citizens and their interests in democracy after the election process is complete. Campaign finance laws that are not effective lack the legal guarantees that make candidates and parties able to compete on the basis of equal treatment by the law, and when a particular actor has an undue advantage, then informed decision from citizens becomes difficult, and the election process is not free and fair. The need for transparency, which is the free and fair financing of election and equality of opportunity, all ensure free and fair elections.
Role of ‘Dark Money’
Dark money refers to specific funds donated to nonprofit organizations, and these organizations, in turn, spend it with the aim of influencing elections and citizen’s informed decisions. The public should be made aware of who is paying to influence their vote because, after the elections, these same individuals often have a lot of influence in policy formulation as well as many other decisions. The more someone spends in an election, the more they win, and this has been proven several times, yet the donors and expenditures of dark money are not disclosed (Powell, 2016). A lot of money is spent in elections because politics is good for business, and this money can be used to change people’s attitudes and perceptions on social media and many other platforms to influence the outcome of an election. No one simply donates large sums of money to an election without an agenda, and it is these hidden interests that distort free and fair elections as well as representative democracy.
Reforms to Campaign Finance
Money is important in elections and campaigns, as it can influence how the process progresses. The reforms to campaign finance would directly influence the campaigns in so many ways, such as leveling the playing field for all the candidates and parties hence promoting information integrity in a way that allows voters to make informed decisions in who they vote for. The good thing with these reforms is that they will limit the sources of funds and well expenditure; hence, no single candidate can have excess disposable funds to influence campaigns and change voter preferences and attitudes to conform to their agenda. 
These reforms would also influence election outcomes because candidates will be voted into office based on merit and not on the basis of the monies they spent during campaigns to influence the masses into voting for them (Hyde, 2015). Moreover, once in office, the representative does not feel like they owe certain groups in a way that can narrow their decisions to satisfy the interest of the few individuals. Reforms to campaign finance would give voters a voice to air their views and ensure the election is representative of their choices, which is the real idea of democracy. The reason is that without so much money, campaigns and elections cannot be distorted to suit certain groups.
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